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This introduction to tropical plants will prove a good companion for the trav-
eler first visiting the tropics or tropical botanical gardens. Although the book pur-
ports be address both professional and amateur botanists, the amateur will find it
much more useful as a colorful introduction to the diversity of tropical ornamental
and economic plants. These are the plants that the tourist is most likely to en-
counter on a visit to the tropics. The plates and brief descriptions vividly portray
the plants most commonly seen in markets and streets in many tropical countries.
For these reasons this book could serve as an interesting memoir of a vacation. As
a guide, it will provide an instructive companion for a visit to one of this country's
tropical botanical gardens, such as Fairchild Tropical Garden (Miami) or Waimea
Falls Park (Oahu, Hawaii). Timber trees and medicinal plants have been excluded
from the book, which is just as well considering the enormous number of plants in
these two categories and the infrequency that they are seen by the amateur botanist.

The book is divided into three main sections: Introduction, Ornamental Plants,
and Economic Plants. In addition, there are 274 color photographs that fill just un-
der one third of the pages. The first section introduces the reader to the general fea-
tures of the tropics and of tropical plants. Sections on tropical plants in mythol-
ogy, art and stamps are included. Each of the other sections consists solely of de-
scriptions of individual plants, keyed to their photographs. In addition to a non-
technical description of each species, information is provided on flowering time,
origin, distribution, and ecological requirements.

Unfortunately, no key is provided, making it difficult to identify unknown
plants despite the authors' protestations to the contrary. Despite this shortcoming,
Collins Guide to Tropical Plants can serve as a stimulating introduction to the di-
versity of tropical ornamental and economic plants. —Bruce K. Kirchoff
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