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Here is a book designed for the casual tourist to the Indian sub-continent. Of
the approximately 1250 species of birds recorded from the region, the most com-
mon (or more interesting) 273 are illustrated in color. Woodcock's paintings, based
on my limited experience with several of the species in the field, are certainly ac-
ceptable. They are good clear drawings that demonstrate the appropriate markings
of the species. An additional 272 species are described briefly (and some are illus-
trated in black and white) in a synopsis of families at the back of the book.

Clearly, the biggest drawback to the Handguide is that it only covers about
43% of the known birds (and only half of those are covered thoroughly). The alter-
native is to invest in the ten volume Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan
by Ali and Ripley which is not exactly portable and will cost you considerably
more than the modest asking price of this volume.

My guess is that the casual visitor who wants to identify the birds most com-
monly encountered will be more than satisfied with this aid.
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